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LOMITA CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
24300 Narbonne Avenue 

Lomita, CA 90717 
Phone: (310) 325-7110 

Fax: (310) 325-4024 

Irene Kurata, Chair 
John Ballard, Vice-Chair  
John Carmody, Commissioner 
Mike Cozzolino, Commissioner 
Jay Mattingly, Commissioner 
 
  

 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022  
6:00 P.M.  

VARIOUS TELECONFERENCE LOCATIONS 
 

SPECIAL NOTICE: 
  
PURSUANT TO AB-361, THE COUNCIL AND THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE. THE MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE 
ONLY AND NO PHYSICAL LOCATION FROM WHICH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY 
OBSERVE THE MEETING AND OFFER PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE PROVIDED AS SOCIAL 
DISTANCING MEASURES ARE RECOMMENDED BY STATE AND COUNTY OFFICIALS AND 
MEETING IN PERSON WOULD PRESENT IMMINENT RISKS TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY 
OF ATTENDEES. ALL VOTES TAKEN DURING THIS MEETING WILL BE BY ROLL CALL 
VOTE, AND THE VOTE WILL BE PUBLICLY REPORTED. 

 
Access to the meeting will be available via URL: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88054680312 or by phone at 
(669) 900-6833. Zoom meeting ID: 880 5468 0312   
 
In order to effectively accommodate public participation, participants are asked to provide their comments 
via e-mail before 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 19, 2022, to l.abbott@lomitacity.com. Please include 
the agenda item in the subject line. All comments submitted will be read into the record until the time limit 
of five minutes has been reached.   
 
All votes taken during this teleconference meeting will be by roll call vote, and the vote will be publicly 
reported. 
 

 
1. OPENING CEREMONIES 

 
a. Call Meeting to Order 
b. Roll Call 

 
 

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Persons wishing to speak on consent calendar items or subjects other than those scheduled 
are requested to do so at this time. Please come to the virtual podium and give your name 
and address for the record. In order to conduct a timely meeting, a 5-minute time limit per 
person has been established. Government Code Section 54954.2 prohibits the Commission 
from discussing or taking action on a specific item unless it appears on a posted agenda.    
 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88054680312
file://///srv-col-fs01/CityHall/BOARDS%20&%20COMMISSIONS/PSTC%20Agendas,%20Packets,%20Minutes%20&%20Reports/PSTC%20Agendas/2021%20PSTC%20Agendas/l.abbott@lomitacity.com
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3. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All items under the Consent Agenda are considered by the Commission to be routine and will 
be enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There may be separate discussions of 
these items prior to the time the Commissioners vote on the motion. Specific items may be 
removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Commissioner or staff. 
 

a. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 20, 2021 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve the minutes. 

 
 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 
 
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY (E&TS) FOR 
ESHELMAN AVENUE BETWEEN TORRANCE CITY BOUNDARY NORTH OF 240TH 
STREET AND PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY    

 
 Presented by Public Works Director Dillon 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  Review and discuss the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for 
Eshelman Avenue between Torrance City Boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast 
Highway and make recommendations to the City Council regarding its approval.  

 
 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY (E&TS) FOR 
PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH BETWEEN THE ROLLING HILLS ESTATES CITY 
BOUNDARY WEST OF ROLLING VISTA DRIVE AND THE LOS ANGELES CITY 
BOUNDARY EAST OF WESTERN AVENUE 
 

 Presented by Public Works Director Dillon 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  Review and discuss the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for 
Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling 
Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue and make 
recommendations to the City Council regarding its approval.  
 
 

6.  PRESENTATION ON PARKING ENFORCEMENT – no staff report. 
 
 

7. SHERIFF DEPARTMENT UPDATES - Informational only, no staff report. 
 
 
8. STAFF UPDATES - Informational only, no staff report. 
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OTHER MATTERS 
 
9. COMMISSIONER ITEMS  
 
 
10. COMMISSIONERS TO ATTEND CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
February 1, 2022, and February 15, 2022 
 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next regular meeting of the Public Safety and Traffic Commission is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.   

 
Written materials distributed to the Public Safety & Traffic Commission within 72 hours of the meeting are available for 
public inspection immediately upon distribution in the City Clerk’s office at 24300 Narbonne Avenue, Lomita, California  
90717. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, you should contact the office of the City Clerk at (310) 325-7110 (Voice) or the California Relay Service at 
711. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure 
accessibility to this meeting.   
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing agenda was posted 
not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting at the following locations: Lomita City Hall lobby and outside bulletin board, 
Lomita Parks and Recreation, and uploaded to the City of Lomita website at https://lomitacity.com/agendas-minutes/.   

Date Posted: January 14, 2022 
 

       
____________________________ 
Linda E. Abbott, CMC, Deputy City Clerk  

https://lomitacity.com/agendas-minutes/


Page 1 of 3 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2021  

6:00 P.M.  
VARIOUS TELECONFERENCE LOCATIONS 

1. OPENING CEREMONIES

a. Call Meeting to Order

A regular meeting of the Public Safety and Traffic Commission was called to order by
Vice-Chair Ballard at 6:04 p.m. via teleconference pursuant to Governor Newsom’s
Executive Order N-29-20 of March 17, 2020, and COVID-19 pandemic protocols.

b. Roll Call

The following Commissioners responded to the roll call by Deputy City Clerk Abbott:
Commissioner Carmody, Commissioner Cozzolino, Commissioner Mattingly, and Vice-
Chair Ballard. Also present were Public Works Director Dillon, Sheriff’s Deputy Despot,
and L.A. County Traffic Engineer Guilmette.

Present:  Carmody, Cozzolino, Mattingly, and Vice-Chair Ballard

Absent:   Chair Kurata

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

None

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Minutes – July 21, 2021

Commissioner Cozzolino made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Carmody, to 
approve the minutes.  

MOTION CARRIED by the following vote: 

AYES:   Carmody, Cozzolino, and Vice-Chair Ballard 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  Chair Kurata  
ABSTAIN:   Mattingly 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 

4. DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF SIGN CHANGES ON PALOS VERDES DRIVE
NORTH

Public Works Director Dillon presented the staff report as per the agenda material.

Item 3a
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      Commissioner Cozzolino made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Mattingly, to 
 recommend to the City Council to install signs as follows: 
 

1. Install “30 MIN PARKING 2 AM TO 4 AM” sign (modified R32D (CA)) with left arrow on 
the south side of Palos Verdes Drive North at a point 120 feet east of the east curb line of 
Rolling Vista Drive. 
 

2. Install “30 MIN PARKING 2 AM TO 4 AM” signs (modified R32D (CA)) with double arrows 
on the south side of Palos Verdes Drive North at points 220 feet, 420 feet, 620 feet east 
of the east curb line of Rolling Vista Drive. 
 

3. Install “30 MIN PARKING 2 AM TO 4 AM” sign (modified R32D (CA)) with right  arrow 
(modified R32D (CA)) on the south side of Palos Verdes Drive North at a point 820 feet 
east of the east curb line of Rolling Vista Drive. 
 

4. Install “NO PARKING 8 AM TO 10 AM Friday” signs on the south side of Palos Verdes 
Drive North starting at a point 240 feet west of the west curb line of Rolling Vista Drive and  

 continuing periodically to a point 1,290 feet east of the east curb line of Rolling Vista Drive. 
 
MOTION CARRIED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:          Carmody, Cozzolino, Mattingly, and Vice-Chair Ballard    
NOES:         None 
ABSENT:     Chair Kurata  
 

 
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY (E&TS) FOR 
 NARBONNE AVENUE BETWEEN LOMITA BOULEVARD AND THE ROLLING HILLS 
 ESTATES CITY BOUNDARY SOUTH OF PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 

 
 Traffic Engineer Guilmette presented the staff report as per the agenda material.  
 

Commissioner Mattingly made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Cozzolino, to 
recommend for Council approval the engineering and traffic survey for Narbonne Avenue 
between Lomita Boulevard and the Rolling Hills Estates city boundary south of Pacific Coast 
Highway.   
 
MOTION CARRIED by the following vote: 
 
AYES:          Carmody, Cozzolino, Mattingly, and Vice-Chair Ballard    
NOES:         None 
ABSENT:     Chair Kurata   
 
 

6. SHERIFF DEPARTMENT UPDATES - Informational only, no staff report. 
 
 Deputy Despot reported on the following:  

• Catalytic converter etching event taking place at City Hall on November 13 
• September sting relative to vehicles failing to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks  
• Recent hit and run involving a motorcyclist  
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7. STAFF UPDATES - Informational only, no staff report. 
 
      Director Dillon had nothing to report.   

 
 

OTHER MATTERS 
 
8. COMMISSIONER ITEMS  
 

Commissioner Carmody stated that kids have been speeding on electric bicycles and riding 
them on sidewalks. He added that City parking enforcement officers are perhaps just going 
through the motions, as he recently witnessed one officer simply pass by a car parked in a 
red zone. 

   
 Commissioner Cozzolino stated that medical benefits for City Council Members were 
 discussed at a recent Council meeting.   
 
 Commissioner Mattingly had nothing to report.   
 

Vice-Chair Ballard asked the status of the turn lane signs on Lomita Boulevard to Narbonne 
Avenue.  
 
Director Dillon stated that a traffic evaluation would be required and the City will likely be 
making some changes at that intersection in the next year or two, so such an evaluation would 
not be cost-effective.  
 
Vice-Chair Ballard stated that the traffic lights’ timing near the Picerne Project, around Lomita 
and Crenshaw Boulevards, seems off.  
 
Director Dillon stated that she had received a report today that some detectors might be stuck, 
so a maintenance crew will be sent to the location to make adjustments.    
 
Commissioner Carmody stated that he had attended the August 3, 2021, City Council 
meeting, where Senate Bills 9 and 10 were discussed.  

 
 
9. COMMISSIONERS TO ATTEND CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 – Commissioner Carmody 
 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 – Commissioner Cozzolino  
 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
       
      _____________________________ 
  Linda E. Abbott, CMC, Deputy City Clerk  
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TO:          Public Safety & Traffic Commission   
 
FROM:    Carla Dillon, P.E., Public Works Director / City Engineer 
 
MEETING DATE:  January 19, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Review and Discussion of the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) 

for Eshelman Avenue between Torrance City Boundary north of 240th 
Street and Pacific Coast Highway   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review and discuss the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for Eshelman Avenue 
between Torrance City Boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway and make 
recommendations to the City Council regarding its approval.  
  
BACKGROUND 
 
To satisfy the requirements of Section 40802(c)(2)(B)(i) of the California Vehicle code 
(CVC), Engineering and Traffic Surveys (E&TS) are required by the State of California to 
establish intermediate speed limits and to enforce those limits using radar or other speed 
measuring devices. The surveys must be conducted in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the CVC, following procedures outlined in the California Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 
 
The existing speed zone survey for Eshelman Avenue between Torrance City Boundary 
north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway has recently expired. This survey provides 
current engineering analysis of the traffic conditions of the road and evaluates the 
appropriateness of the existing speed limit. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The attached E&TS from Irena Guilmette, T.E. #2259 will allow the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Department to continue utilizing radar for the enforcement of the speed limit on this segment 
of Eshelman Avenue. The current speed limit on Eshelman Avenue between Torrance City 
Boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway is 30 mph, except in the vicinity 
of Fleming Middle School/Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque School and Lomita Park where the 
speed limit is posted for 25 mph, when children are present based on Section 22352(b)(2) 
of the CVC which states that a 25 mph prima facie speed limit applies when passing a school 
when children are present.  
 
The survey did find that the average 85th percentile speed is 38 mph. The nearest 5 mph 
increment of the 85th percentile speed would require that the speed limit for this segment of 
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Eshelman Avenue be posted at 40 mph. However, the midblock collision rate is higher 
than expected. CVC Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC states that local authorities may (by 
ordinance) retain the existing speed limit if there were no significant changes to the 
roadway conditions, there were no added travel lanes, and the increase in speed would 
not be reasonable or safe. Due to the higher-than-expected collision rate as well as the 
fact that Eshelman Avenue meets the conditions in Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC, it is 
recommended that the existing speed limit of 30 mph be retained on Eshelman Avenue 
between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No Fiscal Impact. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

1. Make recommendations for approval to City Council. 
2. Provide alternative direction. 

 
ATTACHMENT 
 

1. Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for Eshelman Avenue between Torrance City 
Boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway. 

 
 
 
Recommended by:       
 

     
__________________________     
Carla Dillon, P.E.       
Public Works Director / City Engineer              
 
        
 
 



2022 

ESHELMAN AVENUE 
(Between Torrance City Boundary north of 240th Street and 
Pacific Coast Highway) 

Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) 

Prepared by: Irena Guilmette, T.E. #2259 
City of Lomita Traffic Advisor 
Los Angeles County Public  Works 

January 2022

Attachment 1
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ESHELMAN AVENUE 
BETWEEN THE TORRANCE CITY BOUNDARY NORTH OF 240TH STREET 
AND PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY 
 
Background 
 
This Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) has been conducted to determine the 
appropriate speed limit for radar speed enforcement on Eshelman Avenue between the 
Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway.  This E&TS is 
based on guidelines set forth in the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(CA MUTCD) and the California Vehicle Code (CVC).  Pursuant to CVC Section 
40802(c)(2)(B)(i), one of the criteria for the legal use of radar equipment on city roadways is 
that a current E&TS exists reflecting current conditions of the roadway.  This E&TS must be 
updated every seven years in order to continue the use of radar speed enforcement, 
although the update can be postponed to ten years if a registered engineer determines that 
no significant changes in roadway or traffic conditions have occurred. This study provides a 
current engineering analysis of the traffic conditions on Eshelman Avenue and evaluates 
the appropriateness of the existing speed limit. 
 
Limits of the Study 
 
This E&TS was conducted on Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City boundary 
north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway. This section of Eshelman Avenue is 
completely under the jurisdiction of the City of Lomita. 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
A. Type of Facility 
 

Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and 
Pacific Coast Highway is classified as a Minor Arterial roadway on the California 
Road System – Functional Classification maps.  Therefore, an E&TS is required per 
the CVC if radar enforcement is used. 
 

B. Roadway Geometry and Improvements 
 
Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and 
Pacific Coast Highway has one lane of travel in each direction and is separated by a 
two-way turn lane with dedicated left turn pockets at the traffic signals. There are 
bike lanes on both sides of the roadway between the Torrance City boundary north 
of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway.  There is a ladder-type school crosswalk 
on Eshelman Avenue at the south line of 255th Street, where there is multi-way stop 
control.  There is a ladder-type school crosswalk on Eshelman Avenue at the south 
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line of 254th Street with accompanying school pedestrian warning signs and 
pavement markings.  There is a ladder-type crosswalk on Eshelman Avenue at the 
north line of Lomita Park Place with accompanying pedestrian warning signs and 
pavement markings.  Eshelman Avenue is signalized at Pacific Coast Highway and 
Lomita Boulevard.  There is multi-way stop control at Eshelman Avenue and 255th 
Street and 240th Street.  All other intersecting streets are stopped at Eshelman 
Avenue.  Eshelman Avenue has curb, gutter and sidewalk along both sides of the 
roadway. 
   

C. Fronting Development 
 

Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and 
Pacific Coast Highway is fronted by single-family and multi-family residential 
dwellings, the Royal Trailer Park, Fleming Middle School, Saint Margaret Mary 
Alocoque School and Lomita Park.  
 

D. Traffic Volume 
 

Machine traffic counts were taken on Eshelman Avenue on August 3, 2021.  The 
locations and average daily traffic volumes on Eshelman Avenue are shown below 
in vehicles per day (vpd): 
 

Location Volume (vpd) 
South of 242nd Street 3,694  
South of Eshelman Way 3,782  
South of 250th Street 5,097  

Average Traffic Volume: 4,191 vpd 
 
E. Existing Speed Zones 

 
The posted speed limit on Eshelman between the Torrance City boundary north of 
240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway is 30 miles per hour (mph) except in the 
vicinity of Fleming Middle School/Saint Margaret Mary Alocoque School where the 
speed limit is posted for School, 25 mph, when children are present, based on 
Section 22352(b)(2) of the CVC. The other exception is in the vicinity of Lomita Park 
where the speed limit is posted for Playground, 25 mph, when children are present, 
based on Section 22357.1 of the CVC.   
 

F.  Collision Rate 
 

 Collision information was compiled for Eshelman Avenue for the two-year period 
ending June 30, 2021.  The collision rate is shown below in comparison to the 
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Countywide expected rate expressed in collisions per million vehicle miles (C/MVM): 
 

Location Actual  
C/MVM 

Expected 
C/MVM 

Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street to Pacific 
Coast Highway 

2.18 1.32  0.74 

 
G. Enforcement Jurisdiction  
 

Enforcement of the CVC for this segment of Eshelman Avenue is under the 
jurisdiction of the Lomita Sheriff. 
 

H. Speed Survey Data 
 

Radar speed checks were taken on Eshelman Avenue on December 8, 2021.  The 
speed measurements were measured in miles per hour (mph).  A model Python IV 
Traffic Radar (Serial No. 846005280) was used to conduct these speed checks and 
it was last calibrated on January 18, 2019. The location and findings are listed 
below: 
  

Location Posted 
Speed 
Limit 
(mph) 

85th 
Percentile  

Speed 
(mph) 

Pace Speed 
(mph) 

South of 242nd Street 30  39  28 to 37  
South of Eshelman Way 30  36  28 to 37  
South of 250th Street 30  40  30 to 39  
South of 253rd Place 30  36  27 to 36  

Average 85th Percentile Speed: 38 mph 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Eshelman Avenue 
Between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway 
 
The posted speed limit on Eshelman between the Torrance City boundary north of 240th 
Street and Pacific Coast Highway is 30 miles per hour mph except in advance of Fleming 
Middle School/Saint Margaret Mary Alocoque School and Lomita Park , where it is posted 
for 25 mph, when children are present.  The collision rate within the limits of this study is 
2.18 C/MVM, which is above the countywide expected rate of 1.32 ± 0.74 C/MVM.   
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Radar speed checks taken on December 8, 2021, revealed an average 85th percentile 
speed of 38 mph.   The nearest 5 mph increment of the 85th percentile speed of 38 mph 
would be 40 mph.  However, the midblock collision rate is higher than expected.  CVC 
Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC states that local authorities may (by ordinance) retain the 
existing speed limit if there were no significant changes to the roadway conditions, there 
were no added travel lanes, and the increase in speed would not be reasonable or safe. 
Due to the higher-than-expected collision rate as well as the fact that Eshelman Avenue 
meets the conditions in Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC, it is recommended that the existing 
speed limit of 30 mph be retained on Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City 
boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast Highway. 
 
 
Summary of Recommendations 

 
Existing 

 
Proposed 

Eshelman Avenue between the Torrance City 
boundary north of 240th Street and Pacific Coast 
Highway 

 
30 mph 

 
30 mph 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                         _______________ 
 
Project Engineer          Date 
 
 

 
 
 

January 11, 2022 

 EXP    06-30-22 
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Eshelman Avenue 
 

Collision Data for E&TS 



Approx. Length (Miles): 1.2
Total # Midblock Accidents: 8

Average Daily Volume: 4,191
Time (Years): 2

Accident Rate =

2.18 A/MVM

E & T

Accident Rate =

Accident Rate

Eshelman Av b/w PCH & Torr.n/o 240th St

# midblock accidents x 10^6
Vol x Time(years) x 365 x Length (miles)
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TO:          Public Safety & Traffic Commission   
 
FROM:    Carla Dillon, P.E., Public Works Director / City Engineer 
 
MEETING DATE:  January 19, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Review and Discussion of the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) 

for Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City 
boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City 
Boundary east of Western Avenue 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Review and discuss the Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for Palos Verdes Drive North 
between the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los 
Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue and make recommendations to the City 
Council regarding its approval.  
  
BACKGROUND 
 
To satisfy the requirements of Section 40802(c)(2)(B)(i) of the California Vehicle code 
(CVC), Engineering and Traffic Surveys (E&TS) are required by the State of California to 
establish intermediate speed limits and to enforce those limits using radar or other speed 
measuring devices. The surveys must be conducted in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the CVC, following procedures outlined in the California Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 
 
The existing speed zone survey for Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills 
Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east 
of Western Avenue has recently expired. This survey provides current engineering analysis 
of the traffic conditions of the road and evaluates the appropriateness of the existing speed 
limit. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The attached E&TS from Irena Guilmette, T.E. #2259 will allow the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Department to continue utilizing radar for the enforcement of the speed limit on this segment 
of Eshelman Avenue. The current speed limit on Palos Verdes Drive North between the 
Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City 
Boundary east of Western Avenue is 45 mph. 
 
The survey did find that the average 85th percentile speed is 51 mph. The nearest 5 mph 
increment of the 85th percentile speed would require that the speed limit for this segment of 
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Palos Verde Drive North be posted at 50 mph. However, Section 22358.8.(a) of the 
California Vehicle code (CVC) states “If a local authority, after completing an engineering 
and traffic survey, finds that the speed limit is still more than is reasonable or safe, the local 
authority may, by ordinance, retain the current speed limit or restore the immediately prior 
speed limit if that speed limit was established with an engineering and traffic survey and if a 
registered engineer has evaluated the section of highway and determined that no additional 
general purpose lanes have been added to the roadway since completion of the traffic 
survey that established the prior speed limit”.  Palos Verdes Drive North meets the conditions 
in Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC.  Therefore, it is recommended the current speed limit of 
45 mph be retained on Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City 
boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western 
Avenue. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No Fiscal Impact. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

1. Make recommendations for approval to City Council. 
2. Provide alternative direction. 

 
ATTACHMENT 
 

1. Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) for Palos Verdes Drive North between the 
Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles 
City Boundary east of Western Avenue. 

 
 
 
Recommended by:       
 

     
__________________________     
Carla Dillon, P.E.       
Public Works Director / City Engineer              
 
        
 
 



2022 

PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
(Between Rolling Hills Estates City Boundary west of Rolling Vista 
Drive and Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue) 

Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) 

Prepared by: Irena Guilmette, T.E. #2259 
City of Lomita Traffic Advisor 
Los Angeles County Public  Works 

January 2022

Attachment 1
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PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
BETWEEN ROLLING HILLS ESTATES CITY BOUNDARY WEST OF ROLLING VISTA 
DRIVE AND LOS ANGELES CITY BOUNDARY EAST OF WESTERN AVENUE 
ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY 
 
Background 
 
This Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) has been conducted to determine the 
appropriate speed limit for radar speed enforcement on Palos Verdes Drive North between 
the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City 
Boundary east of Western Avenue.  This E&TS is based on guidelines set forth in the 
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) and the California 
Vehicle Code (CVC).  Pursuant to CVC Section 40802(c)(2)(B)(i), one of the criteria for the 
legal use of radar equipment on city roadways is that a current E&TS exists reflecting 
current conditions of the roadway.  This E&TS must be updated every seven years in order 
to continue the use of radar speed enforcement, although the update can be postponed to 
ten years if a registered engineer determines that no significant changes in roadway or 
traffic conditions have occurred. This study provides a current engineering analysis of the 
traffic conditions on Palos Verdes Drive North and evaluates the appropriateness of the 
existing speed limit. 
 
Limits of the Study 
 
This E&TS was conducted on Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates 
City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of 
Western Avenue.  This section of Palos Verdes Drive North is completely under the 
jurisdiction of the City of Lomita. 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
A. Type of Facility 
 

Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of 
Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue is 
classified as an Other Principal Arterial street on the California Road System- 
Functional classification maps.    Therefore, an E&TS is required per the CVC if 
radar enforcement is used. 
 

B. Roadway Geometry and Improvements 
  

Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of 
Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue has 
three travel lanes in each direction and is separated by a raised landscaped median. 
There are dedicated left turn lanes at Rolling Vista Drive, the Harbor Hills residential 
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development and Western Avenue.  There is a dedicated eastbound right turn lane 
at Western Avenue.  Palos Verdes Drive North has a crest vertical curve west of 
Rolling Vista Drive and a straight flat downgrade from Rolling Vista Drive to the Los 
Angeles City boundary.  There are curb and gutter along both sides of the roadway. 
There is no sidewalk west of Rolling Vista Drive and there is sidewalk and a bike 
path on the north side of Palos Verdes Drive North from Rolling Vista Drive to 
Western Avenue.  Palos Verdes Drive North is signalized at its intersections with 
Rolling Vista Drive and Western Avenue. 

 
C. Fronting Development 
 

Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of 
Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue  is 
fronted by a mix of non-fronting multiple and single-family residential development 
along both sides throughout with commercial development on the north side west of 
Rolling Vista Drive and on both sides east of Western Avenue. 
 

D. Traffic Volume 
 

Machine traffic counts were taken on Palos Verdes Drive North on July 14, 2021, 
and August 13, 2021.  The locations and average daily traffic volumes are shown 
below in vehicles per day (vpd). 
 

Location Volume  
West of Rolling Vista Drive 29,363 
West of Western Avenue  25,810   
East of Western Avenue 19,052 

Average Traffic Volume: 24,742 vpd 
 
E. Existing Speed Zones 

 
The posted speed limit on Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills 
Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City 
Boundary east of Western Avenue is 45 miles per hour (mph). 

 
F.  Collision Rate 
 

Collision information was compiled for Palos Verdes Drive North for the two-year 
period ending June 30, 2021.  The collision rate is shown below in comparison to 
the Countywide expected rate in collisions per million vehicle miles (C/MVM): 
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Location 
 

Actual  
 

Expected 
The Rolling Hills Estates City boundary 
west of Rolling Vista Drive to the Los 
Angeles City Boundary east of Western 
Avenue 

 
0.28 C/MVM 

 
1.15  0.65 C/MVM 

 
G. Enforcement Jurisdiction  
 

Enforcement of the CVC for this segment of Palos Verdes Drive North is under the 
jurisdiction of the Lomita Sheriff. 
 

H. Speed Survey Data 
 

Radar speed checks were taken on Palos Verdes Drive North on July 22, 2021. The 
speed measurements were measured in miles per hour (mph).  A model Python IV 
Traffic Radar (Serial No. 546004100) was used to conduct these speed checks and 
it was last calibrated on January 18, 2019. The location and findings are listed 
below: 

 
Location Existing 

Speed Limit 
(mph) 

85th 
Percentile 

Speed 
(mph) 

Pace Speed 
(mph) 

West of Rolling Vista Drive 45  53 43 – 52 
West of Western Avenue 45 52 44 – 53 
East of Western Avenue 45 49 40 – 49 

Average 85th Percentile Speed: 51 mph 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Palos Verdes Drive North 
between Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and Los 
Angeles City boundary east of Western Avenue 
 
The posted speed limit on Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills Estates City 
boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western 
Avenue is 45 mph.  Radar speed checks taken in July 2021 revealed an overall average 
85th percentile speed of 51 mph on this segment of Palos Verdes Drive North.  The collision 
rate for this segment is 0.28 C/MVM, which is below the Countywide expected rate of 1.15 
 0.65 C/MVM. The nearest 5 mph increment of the 85th percentile speed of 51 mph would 
be 50 mph. The 85th percentile speed would require that the speed limit for this segment of 
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Palos Verdes Drive North be posted at 50 mph.  However, Section 22358.8.(a) of the 
California Vehicle code (CVC) states “If a local authority, after completing an engineering 
and traffic survey, finds that the speed limit is still more than is reasonable or safe, the local 
authority may, by ordinance, retain the current speed limit or restore the immediately prior 
speed limit if that speed limit was established with an engineering and traffic survey and if a 
registered engineer has evaluated the section of highway and determined that no additional 
general purpose lanes have been added to the roadway since completion of the traffic 
survey that established the prior speed limit”.  Palos Verdes Drive North meets the 
conditions in Section 22358.8 (a) of the CVC.  Therefore, it is recommended the current 
speed limit of 45 mph be retained on Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills 
Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive and the Los Angeles City Boundary east 
of Western Avenue. 
 

 
Summary of Recommendations 

 
Existing 

 
Proposed 

Palos Verdes Drive North between the Rolling Hills 
Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive 
and the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western 
Avenue 

 
45 mph 

 
45 mph 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           January 11, 2021 
 
Project Engineer                    Date 

 

 EXP: 06-30-22 



Palos Verdes Drive North Engineering and Traffic Survey 
(Rolling Hills Estates City boundary west of Rolling Vista Drive to the Los Angeles City Boundary east of Western Avenue)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

Legend  

mph = miles per hour 

vpd = vehicles per day 

                  = E&TS roadway segment 

                         

 

  
Recommended 

 Speed Limit 
40 mph  

85th % speed  51  mph 
Average Daily Traffic 

(ADT) 
24,742 vpd 

Prepared January 11, 2022 
 

  

Harbor 
Hills 

City of Rolling Hills 
Estates City of Lomita 

Harbor 
Hills 



PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
 

Traffic Volumes for E&TS 









PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
 

Speed Measurements for E&TS 









PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
 

Collision Data for E&TS 



Approx. Length (Miles): 0.64
Total # Midblock Accidents: 3

Average Daily Volume: 24,742
Time (Years): 2

Accident Rate =

0.26 A/MVM

E & T

Accident Rate =

Collision Rate

Palos Verdes Drive w/o Rolling Vista Dr & e/o Western Av

# midblock accidents x 10^6
Vol x Time(years) x 365 x Length (miles)



Los Angeles County Public Works 
Traffic Collision History Report 

Midblock Collisions 
1/11/2022

Arterial: PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH 
Limit 1: PALOS VERDES DRIVE EAST (S) 
Limit 2: LEESDALE AVENUE 
Date Range Reported: 07/01/2016 - 06/30/2021 
Total Number of Collisions: 3 
Total Number of Persons Injured: 1 
Total Number of Persons Severely Injured:: 0 
Total Number of Persons Killed: 0 

B

A

200 m  Map data ©2022

https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=33.777565,-118.31226&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3


Seq.
No.

Date Time Location Dist. Dir.
Collision
Pattern

Motor Veh  
Involved
With

Dir. of  
Travel 1

Movement  
Prec. Coll. 1

Dir. of  
Travel 2

Movement  
Prec. Coll. 2

PCF Inj Severe Kill
Seq.
No.

Date Time Location Dist. Dir.
Collision
Pattern

Motor Veh  
Involved
With

Dir. of  
Travel 1

Movement  
Prec. Coll. 1

Dir. of  
Travel 2

Movement  
Prec. Coll. 2

PCF Inj Severe Kill

8 03/23/2019 14:55

PALOS VERDES
DRIVE NORTH
& ROLLING
VISTA DRIVE

77' East Miscellaneous Other Object East
Proceeding
Straight

East
Proceeding
Straight

Other
Equipment

0 0 0

33 08/28/2019 11:18

PALOS VERDES
DRIVE NORTH
& WESTERN
AVENUE

433' West
Midblock
Parked Vehicle

Parked Motor
Vehicle

East Changing Lanes East
Proceeding
Straight

Unsafe Lane
Change

0 0 0

31 10/26/2019 13:45

PALOS VERDES
DRIVE NORTH
& WESTERN
AVENUE

387' West
Driveway Head
On

Other Motor
Vehicle

North
Making Left
Turn

South
Making Left
Turn

Unknown 1 0 0

Segment Length: 0.59 miles (3130')
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